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FATHERS DAY

Father's Day, contrary to popular misconception, was not 
established as a holiday in order to help greeting card 
manufacturers sell more cards. In fact when a "father's day" 
was first proposed there were no Father's Day cards! 

Mrs. John B. Dodd, of Washington, first proposed the idea 
of a "father's day" in 1909. Mrs. Dodd wanted a special day 
to honor her father, William Smart. William Smart, a Civil 
War veteran, was widowed when his wife (Mrs. Dodd's 
mother) died in childbirth with their sixth child. Mr. Smart 
was left to raise the newborn and his other five children by 
himself on a rural farm in eastern Washington State. It was 
after Mrs. Dodd became an adult that she realized the 
strength and selflessness her father had shown in raising his 
children as a single parent. 

The first Father's Day was observed on June 19, 1910 in 
Spokane Washington. At about the same time in various 
towns and cities across American other people were begin-
ning to celebrate a "father's day." In 1924 President Calvin 
Coolidge supported the idea of a national Father's Day. 
Finally in 1966 President Lyndon Johnson signed a presi-
dential proclamation declaring the 3rd Sunday of June as 
Father's Day. 

Father's Day has become a day to not only honor your 
father, but all  men who act as a father figure. Stepfathers, 
uncles, grandfathers, and adult male friends are all honored 
on Father's Day.

"It is a wise father that knows his own child."
 -- William Shakespeare

DAD

God took the strength of a mountain, The majes-

ty of a tree, The warmth of a summer sun, The 

calm of a quiet sea, The generous soul of nature, 

The comforting arm of night, The wisdom of the 

ages, The power of the eagle's flight, The joy of a 

morning in spring, The faith of a mustard seed, 

The patience of eternity, The depth of a family 

need, Then God combined these qualities, When 

there was nothing more to add, He knew His 

masterpiece was complete, And so, He called  

it…. DAD

Necktie Down the Ages 
History of the most common gift of gratitude to Dad

Many events in the history of mankind eventually fade into 
oblivion, but others, leave their indelible marks for the entire 
world to see. More than 350 years ago, the Croats initiated 
one such influential occurrence. Although started in conse-
quences of this event are still very much evident the world 
over. 600 million people now wear the ubiquitous symbol of 
Croatia around their necks, close to their hearts.  Believe it or 
not Croatia is the mother country of the modern necktie but 
archaeological evidence of the use of neckties goes back to 
the Chinese and Romans almost two millenniums back. 

China's First emperor
The earliest known version of the necktie has been found in 
themassive mausoleum of China's first  emperor, Shih Huang 
Ti, who was buried in 210 B.C. Desperately afraid of death, 
the emperor wanted to slaughter an entire to army to accom-
pany him into the next world. His advisers ultimately per-
suaded him to take life-size replicas of the soldiers instead.  
The result  is one of the marvels of the ancient world. 
Unearthed in 1974 near the ancient capital city of Xian, the 
tomb contained an astonishing 7,500 life-size terracotta rep-
licas of Shih Huang Ti's famed fighting force. Legions of 
officers, soldiers, archers and horsemen, all carved in metic-
ulous detail, guard the emperor's sarcophagus. The armor, 
uniforms, hair, and facial expressions of the soldiers are 
reproduced in exquisite detail. Each figure is different - 
except in one respect: all wear neck cloths.

An ancient mystery
Historians say other records indicate the Chinese did not 
wear ties, so why the emperor's guards wore carefully 
wrapped silk cloths remains a mystery. Since silk was a great 
luxury, the cloths could indicate the ultimate honor Shih 
Huang Ti bestowed on his soldiers; they were trusted enough 
to guard him until the end of time. 
 
Did Romans Wear Ties?
In 113 A.D., one of Rome's greatest Emperors, the military 
genius Trajan, erected a marble column to commemorate a 
triumphant victory over the Dacians, who lived in what  is 
now Romania.

The 2,500 realistic figures on the column sport no less than 
three different styles of neckwear. These include shorter 
versions of the modern necktie; cloth wound around the neck 
and tucked into armor; and knotted kerchiefs reminiscent of 
cowboy bandannas.  While Roman orators often wore cloths 
to keep their throats warm, soldiers did not cover their necks. 
In fact, writers such as Horace and Seneca said only effemi-
nate men covered their necks.  
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KIDS SAFE CITY 

12th  ANNUAL 
CANDLELIGHT BOWL

A night out full of fun helps this youth 
organization.   As a Board Member of 
Kids Safe City, I can attest to the good 
work they do.  Come out for a night of 
bowling, food and fellowship. 

When:  Saturday, August 12
Check in - 7:00pm. 

(Together let’s attend Vespers & go bowling) 
Bowling Begins - 7:30pm & 
Buffet begins - 8:00pm.
Tickets are $25 & include 4 “Scotch Double’s bowling 

games & buffet
Raffle Prizes & Catering by PJ’S Drive-In

Bowling at: 
EL Mar Bowl, 8435 South Harlem Ave., Bridgeview, IL

Tribute to Father

"Honor your father and mother.” This is the 
first of the Ten Commandments that ends 
with a promise. And this is the promise: If you 
honor your father and mother, "you will live a 
long life, full of blessing.” And now a word to 
you fathers. Don't make your children angry 
by the way you treat them. Rather, bring them 
up with the discipline and instruction ap-
proved by the Lord. 

Ephesians Chapter 6 verses 2 – 4.

Fathers are the biggest source of strength for a 
child. The innocent eyes of a child perceive father 
as the all-powerful, most knowledge, truly affec-
tionate  and the most important person in the family. 
For daughters, fathers are the first men they adore 
and fall in love with. While for sons their fathers are 
the strongest person they know and someone they 
aspire to emulate. Even for the grownups fathers 
are someone whom they look up to for the most 
experienced and honest advice  that is always in the 
best of our interest. For this great figure in our life 
that we know as father - it becomes our utmost duty 
to pay our humblest tribute on the occasion of 
Father's Day.

Father’s Day Tickets:  Make a ticket book for your Dad.  He’ll love it!


